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§ Cephardt: We’ve Seen 
| ‘A Hundred Days of 
| Tax Cuts for the Wealthy* 

4b 

|jj Following are excerpts of the Democratic response to 
£ House Speaker Newt Gingrich’s speech by House Minori- 
g ty Leader Richard A Gephardt (D-Mo.): 

$ m ’ m speaking to you tonight from Long Branch El- 
» H ementar y School in Arlington, Va. And to me, 
J ; ■ there’s no better place to talk about the first one 
Jj H hundred days of the Republican Congress be- 
■» cause, while the Republicans are celebrating the 
S . tpd Of the “Contract With America,” for the children 

2 ' here at Long Branch, the contract is only just begin- 

% ^Next year, there are children here who won’t have 
school lunches. The Republicans cut them to pay for tax 
•v breaks for the wealthiest Americans. 

3 Next summer, there are children all across America 
3 w ho won’t have summer jobs because the Republicans 
3 wiped out the whole program. They abolished jobs for kids 
5 at th® same time they were abolishing all income taxes for 
ti some of the largest and wealthiest corporations. 

2 And unless we reverse the policy of these hundred 
'% days, when it comes time for students here to go to col- 
g lege, many of them— and many of your children— will find 
g the door slammed in their face. The Republicans in the 
g House want to cut student loans for millions of young men 
<0 - and women from middle-class families. 

The Republicans have even tried to classify school 

Jg lunches and college loans as welfare. How dare they 

g those are the programs that work for people who are 
2 working hard. 

2 , Is this what you voted for last November? The wrong 

g °t budget cuts that will hurt your families in order to 

£ f*y for the wrong kind of tax cuts that will help the few? 

1 Under the Republican capital gains tax cut, if you earn 
| *350,000 a year, you’ll reap a $13,000 tax reduction. But 
% If you earn $30,000 a year, you’ll get just 50 cents a week. 

% Speaker Gingrich says this tax cut is the “crown jewel” 

£ Pf the Republican agenda. I think that’s the right phrase 

2 for it— because it goes mostly to the most privileged 
*n» Americans. 

3: 1 But don ’t ^ it from me. Take it from today’s Wall 
ft . eet J QUrnal > which announced in a headline— and I 
4wote that this Tax Bill Could Mean a Windfall For the 
,J7ell Off.” And they go on to tell their readers: “Don’t do 
anything yet. But start salivating.” 


We have seen a hundred days of tax cuts for the 
wealthy, and budget cuts for the middle class. 

Of course, there has been some progress — where Re- 
publicans and Democrats have joined together to 
honest changes in the way we do the public’s business. We 
stood together to make sure the laws Congress applies to 
you are also applied to the Congress. We voted together 
for the line-item veto, so a president can cut spending by 
literally crossing it out of the budget, line by line. 

We will work with Republicans wherever we can But 
we cannot agree to policies that hurt the middle class and 
working families who need someone to stand up and fight 
for them. 

For more than a decade and a half, wages and incomes 
have declined for all but the wealthiest Americans. You’ve 
had to work longer and harder, just to keep from falling 
behind. ... 6 

, What matters is not the bills the Republicans have 
passed, but the bills you have to pay. The truth is, nothing 
in these hundred days addresses the fundamental chal- 
lenge of an America that has Men to seventh in the world 
in standard of living. 

Never has so much been done, in so little time, to help 
so few, at the expense of so many. 

The speaker’s rhetoric cannot conceal the reality: 
Franklin Roosevelt’s hundred days were for the people. 
These hundred days have been for the privileged. 

So now that the headlines have been written and the 
bows have been taken, let’s get down to the real work of 
changing this nation. Let’s sit down. Republicans and 
Democrats together, and do something about jobs and in- 
comes, health care and education. . . . 

We can start with health care. Just because it became a 
problem for the politicians doesn’t mean it stopped being a 
problem for you. Tonight, I ask Speaker Gingrich to sit 
down with me in the days ahead, on a bipartisan basis to 
negotiate a solution to America’s health care crisis We 
(an do it step by step. But let’s take the first step now’ and 
let’s do it together. 

Then let’s move on to strengthen education, not cut if 
to fight for America s standard of living, not wring our 
hands while it erodes. Let’s raise the minimum wage to 
make it a living wage. Let’s encourage corporations to put 
a little more money in the pockets of workers who are 
more productive — and not just a lot more money in the 
bank accounts of a few executives who don’t deserve to 
reap all the rewards. ... 

And Jet’s measure our success not by bills passed or 
popularity scores, or a checklist of contract clauses, but by 
a more fundamental test. Let’s ask what every decision 
means to the children here at Long Branch, and to the 
families who send them to school each day— families who 
work and save and hope for their future. 

That should be our new bipartisan Contract With Amer- 
ica. . . . 


